
Transport Medicine
Utilization Guidelines

The following are guidelines for health care facilities on when utilization of
Ornge should be considered for medical transport. Each case will be individually
evaluated. All issues regarding medical use of the service will be resolved by an
Ornge Transport Medicine Physician.

THE PATIENT SHOULD MEET ONE OF THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES FOR MEDICAL
TRANSPORT:

1.Patient requires the ongoing administration of medications and/or blood products
during transport that is above and beyond the scope of practice of a Primary Care
Paramedic.

2. Patient requires the use of specialized equipment or monitoring devices during
transport. Examples include, but are not limited to:

a. Ventilator
b. External pacemaker
c. Multi-channel infusion pump(s)
d. Hemodynamic or invasive monitoring
e. IABP

3. Patient requires a level of care during transport that:

a. Exceeds that of general nursing care; or,
b. Is beyond the scope of practice of a Primary Care Paramedic.

4. Patient is at high risk of deteriorating during transport and may require specialized
medical intervention.

FOR NON-URGENT OR PRIMARY CARE TRANSFERS, THE PATIENT MUST MEET THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMBULANCE ACT AND THE FOLLOWING:

5.The transfer involves one way travel of a distance greater than 240 km (for air).

There may be circumstances where a request for service does not meet the
above guidelines. Ornge will assist health care professionals in determining

the right level of care with the right type of vehicle.
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